The Baron of Rio Branco is popularly known as the greatest diplomat in Brazil's history. In the literature on Brazilian Foreign Policy, the Baron is seen (along with Joaquim Nabuco) as the founder of Americanism, a foreign policy paradigm in which bilateral relations with the United States were privileged within the Brazilian diplomatic agenda. This paradigm has been adopted with little opposition by the Foreign Ministry until the 1950s when it was gradually replaced by a globalist paradigm that defines the Brazilian foreign policy since. Without completely denying this now traditional perspective, this article makes a brief assessment of relations between Brazil and the United States in the 19th century, ie before the Baron became foreign minister of Brazil. What is observed is that Brazil and the United States had peaceful, although distant, relations during most of the 19th century. This scenario, however, went through significant changes at the end of the century. Thus, it is important to note that the Baron and Nabucco have not created a new paradigm without any precedent. The analysis provided here is intended to help better consider the role of the Baron and Nabucco in the history of Brazilian foreign policy, particularly in relations between Brazil and the United States. José Maria Paranhos da Silva Júnior, the Baron of Rio Branco, is a highly praised figure in Brazilian heroe's pantheon. Name of streets, avenues and city squares all over Brazil, the Baron is also celebrated by the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Relations as Brazil's greatest diplomat in history, the man behind the "Rio Branco Institute", center of formation for Brazilian diplomats, and even the "Rio Branco's House", name sometimes used for the ministry itself. Even if we choose to ignore the distinctions between the man and the myth, Rio Branco's contributions to Brazilian foreign policy were indeed great: he consolidated Brazilian limits, affirmed the principle of judicial equality between nations, established the principle of non-intervention on neighboring countries, all that and more as it has been said "without making any injustice or shedding a drop of blood". Most of all, the Baron was also responsible for consolidating the shift of Brazilian diplomatic axis from Europe (mainly England) to the United States, establishing a paradigm in Brazilian foreign policy often called Americanism. This paradigm persisted with little opposition until the early 1960s, when it was replaced by Globalism, to be briefly brought back from 1964 to 1967. Although Brazil does not officially hold to the same paradigm since then, Brazil-USA relations are still important to both sides. The USA is still Brazil's major partner in several areas, and although this relation is not equally important for the USA, the tendency in Washington is to hold Brazil as an important partner, at least in Latin America (BUENO e CERVO, 2002).
this relation is not equally important for the USA, the tendency in Washington is to hold Brazil as an important partner, at least in Latin America (BUENO e CERVO, 2002) .
The objective of this text is to help better consider the role of the Baron in the history of Brazilian foreign policy, particularly in relations between Brazil and the United States.
Although this history is spread through several texts about Brazilian foreign policy, USA foreign policy, the Baron of Rio Branco and other themes, I don't find recent academic articles that deal specifically with this. Some books have been published about this over time, some of the most important ones almost a century ago. I believe that Brazil-USA relations in the 19 th century deserve new research and publications, and this article is a contribution to this effort. Other than that, this article was written having in mind that the Baron of Rio Branco was born in the 19 th century (in 1845 to be precise), and was already a grown man when he became chancellor. So, he lived through most of the events I narrate here, and it is clear that he had then in mind when he took the decision of establishing Americanism as Brazil's paradigm of foreign policy. In other words, to know more about Brazil-USA relations before Rio Branco may be to better understand Rio Branco's policy towards the USA.
The Baron didn't consolidate the shift of Brazilian diplomatic axis from Europe nominating the already famous Joaquim Nabuco to be Brazil's first ambassador in Washington. As much as the Baron (or maybe even more), Nabuco was a defender of closer relations between Brazil and USA and deserves at least as much credit for the shift. Actually, Brazil had at that time a favorable scenario for the change operated by Nabuco and the Baron:
the Republican regime established in 1889 was in great part modeled after the USA (certainly this can be said of the Republican Constitution of 1891, mostly written by Rui Barbosa with the American Constitution as a blueprint), and economic ties between the two countries were increasing since the late 1800s, especially with Brazil coffee exports to the USA. It can be said that the Baron just confirmed a tendency observed for some decades then.
Despite the somewhat negative observations in the paragraph above, the Baron of Rio
Branco was indeed a great character in Brazilian history, especially its diplomatic history, and also to Brazil-USA relations. But it is important to notice that he didn't start Brazil-USA relations ex nihilo in early 20 th century. First, USA was the first country to recognize Brazil's independence from Portugal (before Portugal itself or even England, a country that, compared to USA, would enjoy closer relations with Brazil in the first half of the 19 th century), a fact that the Baron himself would highlight in his decision to bring the countries closer together.
Second, although the two countries were somewhat mutually unimportant for most of the 19 th century, Brazil and USA experienced mostly positive relations for almost 80 years before the Baron became Brazil's chancellor. Third, as already noticed, this relation was changing from mild to more important before the Baron actually decided to make it central to Brazilian foreign policy.
The structure of the text is mainly chronological. I start with Brazil-USA relations when, to be completely strict, there was no Brazil as an independent and sovereign state, and from there I move through the 19 th century, highlighting some of the most important themes in the countries' bilateral relations. Naturally, dealing with a long period of time, because of space restrictions not all events can be approached with due depth, and it is possible that events considered relevant by some are forgotten. Anyway, I hope the text will allow a sufficient understanding of the fundamental: the Baron did not establish his Americanism in a vacuum. Although Brazil and the United States were not particularly close during the 19th century, their relations served as a backdrop to the paradigm that was established in the early 20th century. Although some primary sources are used, I also want to make some of the secondary sources concerning this theme better known, so they are cited in the text.
Hopefully, this article will help researchers and students of Brazilian foreign policy, USA foreign policy, Brazil-USA relations and others to have a better understanding of several themes and also to start from here to develop deeper researches on the several themes I introduce.
Brazil-USA relations from 1789 to 1822: Washington, Rio de Janeiro, and the other independences Brazil-USA relations start even before Brazil was formally an independent country.
One example of this is the influence of American ideas in the Conjuração Mineira of 1789.
There is even evidence that some of the rebels in Minas Gerais tried to obtain support from (BANDEIRA, 1978; HILL, 1932; BURNS, 2003: 58) .
Although Brazilian independence is officially dated to September 7, 1822, it can be said that the actual independence was an ongoing process started in 1808 and was consolidated in 1840 (BARMAN, 1998:205-212; EAKIN, 2007:217; EAKIN, 1998:37) .
Moreover, the independence proclaimed in 1822 was only one project of emancipation among others. D. Pedro I was connected to a group of emancipationists concentrated in Rio de Janeiro. Meanwhile, other independence projects were under way in the country, with emphasis on a movement in Pernambuco, in the northeast (MELLO, 2004) .
The first step in the process of independence led by Rio de Janeiro was the Portuguese royal family move from Lisbon to that city. Instead of condemning this move as an unwanted
European and monarchical interference in the continent, Jefferson took a more practical approach and welcomed Dom João to the Americas. Henry Hill, sent by Jefferson to Rio de Janeiro, was the first American diplomat to Latin America. With the Portuguese capital move to Brazil, the president expected that a partner state would eventually emerge in the Hemisphere. Dom João was also cordial towards the Americans, as much as he was to the English, granting them several prerogatives on Brazilian soil (FONTAINE, 1974:10-11; HILL, 1932: 3-4 Despite the overall auspicious beginning, Brazil-USA relations in this period were not without misunderstanding. Portugal was neutral during the War of 1812, and similarly, USA was neutral towards the Pernambucan revolt in 1817, even though the rebels tried to obtain support from Washington. In both cases, mere neutrality was not what both parts expected from the perceived partners (HILL, 1932:10-25) . Thomas Sumter Jr. was able to increase trade between Brazil and USA, but he was also unable to adapt to the customs of a monarchical European court, establishing a precedent that many American diplomats in Rio would follow (HILL, 1932:7, 94, 96 (HILL, 1932:5, 105-109; FONTAINE, 1974:9-10 Brazil (HILL, 1932:30) , and despite Monroe's and Adams' initial gesture, the difference of political regime between the two countries would again be reason for animosity in the years to come (HILL, 1932:91-93, 96, 100) . Overall, Brazil-USA relations in the next five decades
were not a reason for great celebration on either side (SMITH, 1991:3-5; SMITH, 2010:13; HILL, 1932:73 Closer to the end of the war Brazil decided in favor of the Washington government, but the relations between the two countries had already suffered some damage by then (BURNS, 2003:59; HILL, 1932:152-153, 158-159; FONTAINE, 1974:13) .
The USA emerged from the Civil War as a more united country, and also with a more powerful executive and an economy in rapid expansion. Initially, the country was unwilling to pursue a more participative role in world affairs. Albeit slowly, but surely, this started to change as well. In this process, Brazil-USA relations also started to change. Some of the confederate veterans (unsatisfied with the defeat) decided to move to Brazil. That excited Brazilian elites, who were in search of workforce to replace the Africans, since slavery was in process of abolition, especially since the end of the slave traffic in 1850 (BURNS, 2003:59) .
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The more excited Brazilians and Americans expected that hundreds of thousands of veterans with their families would move to Brazil. Some Brazilians were concerned that the Americans would be more conscious of their rights as immigrants, and would make tougher demands than the Germans who came in previous decades. Others (especially liberals) believed that the Americans would bring progress with them. Anyway, the general opinion was that the confederate immigration would not pass unnoticed (VIEIRA, 1980:216-217) .
The liberals welcomed the confederates enthusiastically and even created immigration societies to help. The Brazilian government was in general welcoming as well, trying to facilitate the immigration process, even with easy land and money access. There was especially an expectation that the former combatants could join the Brazilian forces in the Paraguayan War, bringing their military experience with them (HILL, 1932:241-243 ).
The reality was very far from the expectations. Only about 8 to 10 thousand former confederates moved to various parts of Latin America, and just a few of these eventually arrived in Brazil. A small number came really fast, looking for a fresh start after the war.
Others were more cautious, and first arranged their own migration societies (HILL, Second, there is some irony to the fact that the veterans chose Brazil of all countries as a site for immigration. Considering they fought a war for slavery back in North America, Brazil with slavery still in place could at first seem to be a good choice, but on hindsight, the abolition process in Brazil was inevitable (even if handled very carefully by authorities).
Other than that, former slaves in Brazil were not legally differentiated by their skin color and had even more rights than white foreigners. The confederates, on their part, never applied for Brazilian citizenship, although that was not bureaucratically a difficult matter. It seems that, although living in Brazil, they never fully desired cutting ties with their motherland (HILL, BJIR, Marília, v. 6, n. 1, p. 37-60, jan/abr. 2017.
1932:257-258). Nevertheless, the confederates contributed to the development of some Brazilian cities, especially in the province of São Paulo, including Americana and Santa Bárbara do Oeste (HILL, 1932: 252-255) . In addition, the confederates also contributed to the growth of Protestantism in Brazil (FERREIRA, 1992 : 247-248, MATOS, 2004 Webb was replaced by Henry T. Blow (1869-1870). Immediately upon assuming his post, Blow could see the lack of interest with which the Americans were seen by Brazilians.
When asking Brazilian officials about why the admiration of previous decades had become cold, he received the answer that Webb was responsible for the new state of affairs. As a result of his performance during the War of Paraguay, and in the negotiations after the conflict, the feeling that the United States preferred to relate to republics and despised the monarchical Brazil had been awakened again among Brazilians. For his part, Blow tried to reverse the situation left by his predecessor, and the same can be said of his successors.
Despite the difficulties of earlier times, the years immediately preceding the proclamation of the republic were marked by a growing climate of cordiality between the two countries. In 1871 the United States and England asked D. Pedro II to indicate a Brazilian arbitrator to join the arbitral tribunal in the case of Alabama between those two countries (HILL, 1932:260) .
Similarly, in 1880 Brazil arbitrated pending claims between the US and France (HILL, 1932:262) . In addition, the growing export of Brazilian coffee to the United States favored the rapprochement between the two countries, although the valorization policy practiced later by the republican governments would be controversial in diplomatic terms (HILL, 1932:297-300; SMITH, 1991, 6, 19, 32-37, 46-47, 153, 30-32, 46, 76, 95; SMITH, 2010:7, 9, 24, 58, 76) .
In sum, although the "traditional friendship" between the two countries is a characteristic of Brazilian republican period, certainly it can be said that the roots of this relationship were already established in the monarchy (HILL, 1932:259-260). Brazilian Congress (SMITH, 1991:7, 14-19, 26, 31 , 1991:12, 27) . One of the reasons for Cleveland's decision was that the disputed region was massively populated by Brazilians. In addition, the new frontier favored Brazil's defense. The Argentine arguments, on the other hand, were based more on feeling than on practicality (HILL, 1932:282-283 In the midst of these events, in 1898, the Baron was in charge of advocating Brazil in As has been said, the Baron established an "unwritten alliance" with the United States.
Brazil-USA relations in the early republic: Republicanism and Americanism

It was amid this international context that the Republic was proclaimed in
The Baron was not alone. Joaquim Nabuco, chosen to be Brazil's first ambassador to Washington, had a very similar perception of early 20th century international relations, as well as other Brazilian intellectuals and leaders of that time. However, it is important to note that the Baron did not build his paradigm ex nihilo. The USA was the first country to recognize Brazil's independence from Portugal and had continuous diplomatic relations with it during the 19th century. Although Brazil-USA relations in that period were often cold and distant, and not always friendly, it should also be noticed that since the Civil War, and especially since the 1870s, the two countries experienced greater rapprochement, thanks to increasing commercial trade, deeper diplomatic relations, and even technological innovations,
